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to  cut  the  hardest rocks,  and the remains of large temples,
were of porphyry and syenite, seem almost incapable
of                          except by this supposition.   Another fact in con-
therewith challenging examination is that the Incas in Peru,
to make  any  use  of the iron ores which lay pro-
them, were familiar with the special properties of this
alloy of copper and tin and made it in proportions
the           as those which   the ancients adopted in the Old
World,          it to construct the tools necessary for cutting the stones
in the building of their immense aqueducts and temples.
Whether the Phenicians, who carried tin from Britain, acquired the
of making bronze there   is not certain ; but it may prob-
be              that the weapons and tools of bronze found in the
of         ancient race in various European lands, and which
are known to be Celtic remains, were taken by wandering tribes from
region of Britain where at the present day the descendants of
the         Celts have been  and are possibly to-day among the largest
refiners   on   the globe; and there the   richest,   and   until
the only known, tin region within thousands of miles occurs,
USES OF COPPER.
la the construction as well as the beautifying of public buildings
copper, bronze and   brass have all played an important part, the
covered with copper, the monuments dedicated to the hon-
ored         being of bronze and the decoration of their walls artistic-
ally executed in brass.   The invention of gunpowder and the intro*
of bronze cannon, whichi were used in the fourteenth and fif-
teenth centuries, added greatly to the increasing value and stimulated
production of copper, and as civilization advanced the desire for a
in its properties and beauty to gold and silver rapidly
until there is scarcely a branch of human industry where
is not an important factor in the means of arriving at or secur-
greater perfection.   It is employed in nearly all kinds of machin-
ery, either pure or as a compound.   We see it in the hands of the mu-
in the construction of mathematical instruments and instrm-
nients for the astronomer, adding to the security of sailing-ships and
contributing its share in the internal construction of ocean steamers
ply between the Old and the New World, "besides furnishing a path              W>
for the electric current in its journey from continent to continent ill